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Research embargo will  

gag us, say academics 

Academics and journalists are 

mobilising to fight a government 

diktat which means they must now 

send their research which uses pupil 

data to civil servants two days before 

publication.

Several have joined forces with 

unions and teachers to campaign 

against the change – including 

writing to education secretary 

Justine Greening, Schools Week can 

reveal.

The Department for Education 

(DfE) has said that researchers failing 

to adhere to the request could be 

barred from accessing the National 

Pupil Database again.

The government says this will 

ensure policy officials and press 

officers are not “caught off guard” 

when data is published, but critics 

say it will stop any rapid scrutiny of 

policies.

Academics and journalists fear 

that if the move is not challenged, 

it will stop them publishing critical 

research.  

It follows ministers being caught 

off guard by the rapid release of 

publications from organisations 

such as Education Datalab and the 

Education Policy Institute following 

the government’s announcement 

that it planned to reintroduce 

grammar schools.

Their reports, widely reported in 

the media and making use of the 

NPD, cast doubt on the government’s 

claims that new grammars would 

boost social mobility.

Dr Becky Allen, director of 

Education Datalab, said more than 

half of her organisation’s blog 

posts were “quick turnaround 

responses” to either government 

announcements, news stories or 

questions from teachers.

She said the organisation aimed 

to provide a “valuable public service” 

that “helps the education community 

understand educational data and 

statistics”. 

But she added: “Part of that public 

service is holding the executive to 

account, however uncomfortable 

that might be for them.”

JOHN DICKENS

@JOHNDICKENSSW
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Progress 8 in fully selective LAs around 11+ pass mark
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   Education secretary decides not to publish standards for 
teaching assistants — seven months after they’re finished   ‘They didn’t tell us,’ say outraged and ‘devastated’ panel 

members. ‘It’s been a complete waste of our time’

The report that  
Morgan doesn’t  
want you to see

The tools every 
teacher uses  
are different 

DOUG LEMOV  P10

Standards for teaching assistants drawn up seven months ago by frontline volunteers have been ignored by ministers who are now refusing to publish the document.The review of professional standards was launched by the Department for Education (DfE) last October, led by former coalition minister David Laws, a Lib Dem who lost his seat in May’s general election.

The 2014 school workforce census shows there are 255,100 full-time equivalent teaching assistants (TAs), an increase of 4.8 per cent on 2013.The panel, a 12-member group made up of TAs, teachers and heads, prepared its recommendations on the “status and professionalism” of assistants in February, expecting them to be published shortly after.They were initially told the delay was due to the upcoming election and purdah rules.
Schools Week reported last month 

that publication had been delayed six months, and was told by the DfE it would be released in “due course”.Last week, however, schools minister Nick Gibb said education secretary Nicky Morgan had decided not to publish the draft standards.In response to a written 
parliamentary question from Labour MP Kevin Brennan about the publication’s timing, Mr Gibb said that after considering all the review’s documentation “the government believes that schools are best placed 

to decide how they use and deploy teaching assistants, and to set standards for the teaching assistants they employ.
“The secretary of state has therefore decided not to publish the draft standards.”

Schools Week has seen a leaked copy of the draft standards, which would have been published as non-statutory advice. 
It suggests that TAs “should 

Continued on page 2
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mental health:  How schools canhelp young people

Tweet reveals shadowy No 10 grammar survey

UPGRADE COMPLETE. New jobs board. New approach.  
More choice for you... @EduWeekJobs www.EducationWeekJobs.co.uk 020 81234 778

The government has been accused of using 
misleading statistics and leading statements to 
guide parents into registering support for plans to 

increase the number of selective schools. 
The UK Statistics Authority (UKSA) wrote to the 

Department for Education (DfE) last week after 
a tweet from its official account claimed “white 
working-class boys” performed better in grammar 

schools than in comprehensives.The tweet concluded with the phrase “what do 
you think about grammars?”, and linked to a No 
10 webpage aimed at parents and containing a 
survey on the government’s plans.Ed Humpherson, the director general for 

regulation at the UKSA, said the statistic used 
in the tweet, which was swiftly deleted, had two 
misrepresentations – falsely labelling white 
male pupils on free school meals as “white 
working class”, and failing to recognise that 

selection within grammar schools meant the 
outcomes could not be fairly compared with 
comprehensives.

A DfE spokesperson said the text was “tweeted 
in error and was subsequently taken down”.

But critics have said it is another example of 
a “skewed” grammar consultation, with leading 
statements in the online survey the tweet 
prompted social media users to view.Jonathan Portes, principal research fellow at 

the National Continues on page 2

JOHN DICKENS@JOHNDICKENSSW
Investigation

  Government website quietly offers quasi-consultation targeted at parents

  Statistics Authority says DfE tweet “not a fair representation” about selection
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An “inadequate” school linked to a former premier league football club and now closing in August 

because of financial concerns, paid almost £600,000 to the club in rent and utility bills in just two years, Schools Week can reveal.
Bolton Wanderers Free School (BWFS) opened in September 2014 after it was established by the 

Eddie Davies Education Trust, a charity named after the club’s former owner, Eddie Davies.The club, relegated from the premier league in 2012 and now 
in league one, is Continues on page 2

  Rent and utilities bills an ‘extortionate’ use of public money, says union leader

  Bolton Wanderers Free School’s financial worries force closure as roll falls short
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THE EDITOR

Laura McInerney taught in 
East London for six years, 
starting out as a TeachFirst 
participant and finally as an 
Advanced Skills Teacher. 
After writing a book in 2011, 
The 6 Predictable Failures 
of Free Schools…and How 
To Avoid Them, she spent 
the next two years in the US 
studying education policy on a 
Fulbright Scholarship.

During this time Laura 
regularly wrote features 
for LKMCo, and the New 
Statesman and she stills 
writes a monthly 
Guardian column.

Laura’s superpowers include 
encyclopedic knowledge of 
past education secretaries 
and the ability to stop a year 
9 boy in his tracks with just a 
stare.
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andy ratcliffe:  
‘I’m simply luckier 
than my mates’

An “inadequate” school linked to a former premier 

league football club and now closing in August 

because of financial concerns, paid almost 

£600,000 to the club in rent and utility bills in just 

two years, Schools Week can reveal.

Bolton Wanderers Free School (BWFS) opened 

in September 2014 after it was established by the 

Eddie Davies Education Trust, a charity named 

after the club’s former owner, Eddie Davies.

The club, relegated from the premier league in 

2012 and now 

in league one, is Continues on page 2

  Rent and utilities bills an ‘extortionate’ use of public money, says union leader  Bolton Wanderers Free School’s financial worries force closure as roll falls short
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 ‘Reliability tests’ will be trialed in Spring inspections

  Two independent inspectors will compare grades

COMING SOON:

OFSTED ‘DOUBLE’ 

INSPECTIONS
England’s first 

for-profit free 

school receives 

a bail-out...

P2

P 14

Exclusive

Page 15

Double visits by Ofsted inspectors are to take place 

on the same day at schools, following an admission 

by the inspectorate that not enough has been done in 

the past to ensure the reliability of judgements.

Ofsted’s national director for schools, Sean 

Harford, last week acknowledged that the watchdog 

does not currently ensure different inspectors in the 

same school on the same day would give the same 

judgement.

Writing in response to a critical blog by Tom 

Sherrington, headteacher of Highbury Grove School 

in North London, Mr Harford said that Ofsted had 

plans to overcome this issue. He wrote: “I have built 

in reliability testing for the pilots of the new short 

inspections this term”.

That testing, Schools Week can reveal, will involve 

Continued on page 6

Laura Westwood (centre), Year 9, and peers at Ormiston Shelfield Community Academy 

using the 3D technology in a history lesson, exploring the trench software
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THE LIST

The state secondary school selected by  David Cameron and Michael Gove for their daughters  
appears to have breached school admission laws by 
asking parents for money when offering them a place, 

Schools Week can reveal.  In the past week, it has emerged that the prime 
minister’s daughter would be attending The Grey 
Coat Hospital in September, the Westminster school 
where the former education secretary’s daughter is 

 

  £96 ‘donation’ to School Fund for year 7; £120 for sixth form

  Requesting money on admission breaches Gove’s own rules

Gove and PM school makes forbidden donation request

I like structure and a routine. That’s just the way I am

P12

Continued on page 2

From left: Michael Gove and David Cameron

£

DAVID CAMERON

Grey C oat Hospital SchoolNinety six pounds only 96

PROFILE: Oremi Evans

PUPIL PREMIUMIn a five-part series, Schools Week is exploring the way vulnerable groups of 

learners have been treated under the Coalition

Pages 10 & 11
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  Parents asked if their child is a refugee or asylum seeker

  New rules on collection of nationality data misunderstood
 P3

Schools are demanding copies of pupils’ passports 

and asking parents to confirm if their children 

are asylum seekers or refugees amid confusion 

over a new legal duty requiring the collection of 

nationality data.

Schools Week revealed in June that the 

Department for Education (DfE) had expanded 

the census details schools must collect from 

this month to include pupils’ nationalities and 

countries of birth.

The government insisted the change was driven 

by a “dearth of information” about how effective 

the education sector was for foreign nationals. Its 

guidance states that schools should seek birthplace 

data from parents, although it is not compulsory 

for parents to provide it.

However, an investigation by Schools Week 

suggests that schools have misinterpreted the 

new rules, including 

Schools demand 

pupils’ passports
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Cash-strapped schools are being pushed into financial ruin by soaring debts owed to the private 
firms that funded their buildings, Schools Week can 
exclusively reveal.

Takeovers of underperforming schools have also 
stalled due to the hefty costs associated with the contracts. 

Annual repayments in some schools with private 
finance initiative (PFI) contracts have soared by £125,000, forcing staffing cuts to balance their books. In others, costs are escalating at a rate of 

around £30,000 each year - the salary of an average 
teacher. 

Schools in Stoke-on-Trent are locked into 25-year contracts to pay off a consortium of private companies who funded new buildings and refurbishments in 2000 as part of a £153 million 
Continued on page 3

‘TOXIC’ PFI BILLS CRIPPLE SCHOOLS• PUPIL NUMBERS DOWN• BUDGETS DOWN
• PFI COSTS UP (AND RISING)

JOHN DICKENS
@JOHNDICKENSSW
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Schools Week has quickly become a primary source of news 
for thousands of professionals working across the schools and 
education sector. Its rapidly growing presence in the community 
is rare for a newspaper in its infancy, but is a clear indication of 
bigger things to come over the coming years. 

Schools Week is a weekly printed newspaper that readers 
know will not hold back in providing them with investigative and 
in-depth news articles. 

The editorial team is packed with talented and experienced 
journalists and under the guidance of editor Laura McInerney, 
readers know that the paper will ask the tough questions, 
find the debatable point, tell the difficult truth and always put 
schools first. 

The newspaper is read by a highly influential and aspirational 
demographic from across the schools sector in England. From 
school head teachers to multi-academy trust executives, from 
school governors to school business managers and from public 
relation professionals to teachers; we are proud of the diverse 
readership that we have engaged in a short period. 

Schools Week prides itself in being the first to report on the 
news that matters and in the space of just over 18 months it 
has become part of the sector’s daily routine — whether that 
be checking schoolsweek.co.uk for the latest breaking news 
stories, reading through the weekly newspaper on a Friday 
morning, or scouring through the job ads (plus the online jobs 
board) for the latest career opportunities.

The newspaper has come a long way. The team has expanded. 

The stories have become bigger and juicier. The weekly website 
audience has grown at an incredible pace, from hundreds to 
hundreds of thousands a week. The recruitment advertising 
section has grown. And our creative opportunities for our 
display clients have engaged well known sector brands such as 
OCR, City and Guilds, Pearson, BBC Learning and SSAT enabling 
them to engage with an influential audience.  

As Schools Week is aimed at influencers, aspiring leaders and 
decision makers, the title communicates on a weekly basis with 
a highly influential and targeted audience. 

The title is distributed to individual subscribers and on a 
multiple subscription basis (whereby whole organisations 
subscribe), as well as key decision makers within the sector.

This, coupled with the newspaper’s expert sector knowledge 
and regular specialist supplements, events and sponsorship 
opportunities gives you unrivalled channels when reaching out 
to influential members of the schools community.

A NEWSPAPER DEDICATED TO PUTTING SCHOOLS FIRST

Shane Mann
Managing director 
Lsect Ltd  

(Publisher of Schools Week) 

What is Schools Week?
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 Grade five replaces C as the new ‘good pass’, says Morgan

 But analysis shows up to a fifth of C-grade pupils will now fail

Grade changes 

set pupils up to 

fail their GCSEs
Carol Dweck 

“Mindset is  

not the new  

self-esteem”

 P2
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410,000+
Monthly page views

More than:

33,000+
 Twitter followers

12,640+
 Facebook likes

250,000+
Visits per month 

Up from 250,000 in Q1 2016

Up from 120,000 in Q1 2016

Since our launch in September 2014 our readership has 
rapidly increased. The figures on this page show just how 
quickly Schools Week has become a primary source of 
news for the schools and education sector. 
These figures represent a three month average between  
Jan 1 - 31 March 2017.

Who reads Schools Week?
Our weekly printed newspaper is read by a highly engaged, 
aspirational and influential audience. From school head 
teachers to multi-academy trust executives, from school 
governors to school business managers and from public 
relation professionals to teachers; we are proud of the diverse 
readership that we engage. As Schools Week is wholly aimed 
at the schools sector, the title communicates on a weekly basis 
with an active and loyal readership. 

A HIGHLY INFLUENTIAL AND TARGETED AUDIENCE

I probably shouldn’t admit this, but Schools Week is 

the only newspaper I routinely read cover to cover. It 

does two things I love: proper old-style investigative 

journalism and beautiful data analytics. Both these 

things hold the Government to account in a way 

that no other education journalism currently 

does.”

Schools Week takes you to the edges and the heart 

of educational information and debates: to the 

places where political, philosophical and economic 

discussions are inescapable and to the real-life experiences 

where tears of dread and joy are shared. Schools Week gives 

more access than other similar publications to the backroom 

influences on education – the think-tanks and policy creators 

– enabling teachers and leaders to lift the veil of naivety from 

school management.”

Schools Week has fast become essential reading for 

anybody involved in education. It is hard-hitting, 

investigative and inquiring and really gets to the core of the 

issue. Schools Week has become the first place I turn to for the 

low down on the latest education issue.”

Lisa Pettifer – Head of Teacher Development, 
NAHT

Henry Stewart– co-founder, 
Local Schools Network

Rebecca Allen –
 Head of Datalab
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Schools Week is a superb platform from which to engage 
with potential applicants for your vacancies. Your recruitment 
adverts will effectively reach and engage with our niche and 
engaged audience.

We pride ourselves on being honest and flexible with all our 
customers. Our in–house team are here to offer you a wide 
range of creative solutions to help advertise your job role. Your 
account manager will understand your needs and will work with 
you to ensure that your advert looks great and gives off the right 
message to potential candidates.
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Cover wrap package: 
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Along came Schools Week. What a 

difference! This is the paper for me. Just 

the right size, excellent content by great 

journalists, real people from across the 

world of education sharing their views 

and lots of suggestions on where to go 

if you want or need more information 

or different viewpoints. I do not always 

agree with everything, particularly some 

of the book reviews, and I probably 

would not read it if I did! We teachers 

are contrary like that. But I love the 

fact that it embraces all perspectives, 

is fair in its reporting and analysis and 

brings me the very latest in “breaking” 

education news. It is fearless, fresh 

and honest. It makes me feel part of a 

community of professional thinkers that 

I want to get to know better. I also won a 

mug! And some sweets that 

I binged.

Carmel O’Hagan –  
PGCE course tutor
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Peter Knight George Duoblys Joanne Cottle

The education think-and-action 

tank undertakes policy research and 

campaigning, as well as working with 

schools, teachers and education and youth 

organisations.

Joanne Cottle has been appointed head 

of academy at Bournville school in 

Birmingham, a member of the Fairfax  

multi-academy trust.

She has spent the past ten years in senior 

leadership roles at Trinity High School in 

Redditch.

In her new role, she wants to ensure 

she maintains the school’s “distinct ethos, 

history and tradition” and to develop an 

atmosphere of “mutual respect”.

“I am passionate in my commitment  

to providing a strong and stable leadership, 

and will do everything in my power to 

support the school on its continued  

journey to securing positive outcomes  

for all learners, ensuring they have  

access to a broad and balanced curriculum 

delivered in an engaging and stimulating 

manner.”

She starts her new job on April 24.

MOVERS SHAKERS&
Your weekly guide to who’s new and who’s leaving

If you want to let us know of any new faces at the top of your school, local authority or organisation 
please let us know by emailing news@schoolsweek.co.uk 

P
eter Knight has been appointed 

principal at Oasis Academy 

Brislington, a member of the Oasis 

Community Learning Trust.

The trust currently has 47 academies in 

four regions of England.

Knight, who began his educational career 

as a PE and geography teacher, has been 

interim principal at the Bristol school since 

May 2015.

Before joining the academy he was 

principal at Oasis Academy Bank Leaze, also 

in Bristol. 

He says his vision at Brislington is to build 

every pupil’s “confidence, knowledge and 

skills”.

“We have built firm foundations since 

Oasis took over two years ago, and I am 

delighted to have been given the chance to 

lead the team taking the academy forward 

into the next stage of its development.”

Oasis regional academies director Matt 

Butler added: “Peter is an excellent leader 

who is creating an academy community 

of which everyone – students, parents 

and carers, staff, governors and the wider 

community – can be proud.”

George Duoblys is the newest associate 

in LKMco’s team of researchers and 

educationists.

He was a physics teacher and deputy head 

of sixth form at City academy in Hackney for 

just over three years; he is also studying for 

an MA in the philosophy of education.

On leaving university, he worked as an 

analyst in equity research at Barclays.

He says it is LKMco’s “mix of high level 

policy work and on-the-ground expertise” 

that attracts him.

“This role will provide me with an 

opportunity to work on some of my key areas 

of interest such as improving university 

access for traditionally under-represented 

groups, especially in STEM subjects, and 

developing a more rounded curriculum for 

British schools. I’m really looking forward 

to learning from such an experienced and 

knowledgeable team.”

empra.co.uk

Is your website DfE compliant?  Does it work 
on all devices? Is it beautiful? 

EMPRA’s all-new websites for primary schools:  Unlimited 
pages. Striking galleries. And, fully responsive – works on all 
devices… 

Our priority is to create a value-for-money website that 
achieves your primary school’s strategic goals, while at the 
same time communicating what makes your school unique, 
special, and brilliant!  See our recent creations: 

durringtoninfantschool.org.uk 

bulfordstleonards.org.uk 

stmichaelsprimary.org.uk 

salisburyplainacademies.org.uk 

Call us now: 01264 729581 

A new primary school website - 
for the price of your old one?

exclusively education
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Next Generation E-Portfolio Software Digital CVs for a digital age

Smart End        Point Assessments

Funding Apprenticeships Systems

Innovative Technology for Apprentices

www.smartassessor.com www.notaCV.com

www.smartepa.com

www.fas.report

www.smartVLE.com

www.smartapprentices.com

svle
Smart Virtual Learning Environment

s

Shh... we can’t tell you anymore because it’s top secret... 

NEW SMART APPRENTICESHIP TECHNOLOGIES

Visit stand c6 at the AAC Conference 22-24 March 2017 for a sneak peak...

www.smartapprentices.com
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Government finally U-turns on EYE GCSE requirements
Alix Robertson
@Alixrobertson4

P
eople who want to become early years 
educators will now be allowed to apply 
for apprenticeships with functional 

skills qualifications, in a very long-awaited 
government U-turn.

The change was made last week after 
nearly four years of campaigning by the likes 
of the National Day Nurseries Association, 
who wanted applicants to be able to use 
functional skills as an alternative to GCSEs.

Purnima Tanuku, the charity’s chief 
executive, said she was “delighted and 
very relieved to hear that the minister 
and the Department for 
Education have listened 
to the sector’s very real 
fears and are doing 
something about it”.

Up until last week, 
applicants needed 
at least a C-grade 
in both English and 
maths GCSE before 
they could finish 
the necessary 
level three 
course to 
allow them to 

teach early years.
FE Week understands that Caroline 

Dinenage, the early years minister, made the 
decision in early March, though the move 
was confirmed in the DfE’s recent Early 
Years Workforce Strategy document.

“This change will allow the sector choice,” 
said Ms Tanuku. “For those wanting to 
progress further to early years teacher 
status, they will still need grade Cs in GCSE 
maths, English and science to be accepted 
onto a programme of study.

“For others who aim for level three 
qualifications with functional skills, they 
will now be able to demonstrate their 

knowledge of supporting young children 
in their literacy and numeracy skills and 
understanding through a more appropriate 
work-based route.

“We have been campaigning for the choice 
of GCSEs or functional skills since 2013 and 
are pleased that this new measure will soon 
be put in place to enable the sector to move 
forward.”

Cheryl Hadland, the founder of nursery 
chain Tops Day Nursery, also welcomed the 
announcement, describing it as “great news”. 

“We thank Caroline Dinenage for listening 
to the sector and acting on our concerns,” 
she said.

“It is vital that we recruit and train well 
qualified early years professionals, but the 
GCSE requirements were becoming a barrier 
to the continuation of top quality childcare. 

“They were also a threat to the government 
being able to deliver its 30-hour free 
childcare policy, as we simply wouldn’t have 
been able to employ enough staff to meet the 
increased demand.”

The campaign for changes to 
EYE apprenticeships, known as 
#SaveOurEarlyYears, was supported by 
many bodies including the AELP, awarding 
organisations NCFE and Skills First, and 
North Liverpool Community College. 

It even gained the backing of the 
‘Supernanny’ Jo Frost, a TV parenting 
expert.

Before the change came through, she said: 
“The government seems to have missed a 
huge grey area, whether people working 
in childcare have GCSEs is irrelevant to 
whether they can do the job or not. 

“The GCSE rule is just ludicrous and so 
counterproductive, and must be dismissed.

“There is clear evidence that the childcare 
sector is suffering and unable to recruit the 
staff they need so that children get the best 
start in life.

“Functional Skills must therefore be 
reinstated as an alternative qualification, as 
it is for every other sector.”

Purnima Tanuku
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Finalise your curriculum with V Certs, which provide all the great benefits of 

vocational study for your pupils plus 2019 performance table recognition for your school.

get planning in 2017.

Visit: ncfe.org.uk/schools/v-certs

Email: businessdevelopment@ncfe.org.uk

Call: 0191 240 8833*

*To continue to improve our levels of customer service, telephone calls may be recorded.

More than 40 schools have sought 

exemptions in the past 18 months from the 

legal requirement to provide a daily act of 

Christian worship, with many choosing 

“non-faith” or “multi-faith” alternatives for 

the first time. 

A total of 46 schools since 2015 have 

asked to opt out from a daily act of worship 

that is “wholly or mainly” of a Christian 

character, a rule that has been in place 

since 1944.

The rate at which schools are bowing 

out from the requirement, often criticised 

by secularists, appears consistent with 

previous years. 

Schools Week has previously reported 

about 125 schools sought exemptions over 

the three years up to 2015, which averages 

about 40 per year.

But Freedom of Information responses 

from 96 councils show two schools have 

specifically asked to hold “no-faith” 

assemblies. 

Others got the go-ahead for “multi-faith” 

assemblies. Previously schools have usually 

used the exemption to switch to another 

faith.

The Three Towers pupil referral  

unit in Wigan was granted exemption on 

the condition pupils took part in some  

form of collective worship such as 

46 schools seek to end daily Christian worship

“reflective exercises”. 

Atheist groups said the rise of “more 

inclusive assemblies” proved most schools 

now felt providing an act of worship from 

a single religion was “inappropriate” for 

pupils.

But Nigel Genders, chief education 

officer at the Church of England, said 

the low number of schools that chose 

exemption from Christian worship showed 

daily collective action had “proved a 

powerful tool in bringing pupils together, 

giving them a rare opportunity to pause”.

Two schools in Coventry, including 

Frederick Bird primary, asked its local 

council for “non-faith” replacements to 

Christian worship. The request was made 

through its Standing Advisory Council on 

Religious Education (SACRE).

The school did not respond to a request 

Exclusive
for comment, but an Ofsted report from 

2014 highlighted the school’s “family 

assemblies” as a strength. 

Most pupils were from minority ethnic 

backgrounds, according to the report.

The other school, Holbrook primary, 

opted for “non-faith” assemblies. Almost 

half of pupils were of Pakistani heritage, 

according to an Ofsted report.

Seven schools in Brent, north London, 

six in Leicester and two in Oldham have 

requested to hold “multi-faith” assemblies.

Jay Harman, a spokesperson for the 

British Humanist Association, said 

schools with no religious character should 

not be required to carry out “entirely 

inappropriate” Christian worship.

Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain, chair of the 

Accord coalition that campaigns against 

religious selection in schools, said the 

obligation to worship in just one faith had 

caused assemblies to “wither”.

Instead, they should investigate ethical 

issues from a “variety of religious and 

philosophical traditions”.

But Genders said that about a quarter  

of primary pupils and one in 16 secondary 

pupils attended Church of England  

schools, which showed that parents 

welcomed what was on offer – including 

daily Christian worship.

Ofsted stopped inspecting collective 

worship in 2004 after 76 per cent of schools 

were found to be non-compliant.

JESS STAUFENBERG
@STAUFENBERGJ
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GOVERNMENT CLARITY
Despite the U-turn,  

what is next on  
the horizon?

PROS AND CONS
A factual, balanced 

debate on the benefits 
and pitfalls

KNOW YOUR OPTIONS 
Make the right decision  

for your school or  
academy’s future

KEY BENEFITS

Establishing or Joining Multi-Academy Trusts
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#MATformation

*Discount not to be used in conjunction with any other offer

Find out more about this event - www.oego.co/establishing-mats

Retain your school’s identity and understand the pros and cons of different models, 
know what options are available and act on practical, unbiased and legal guidance.

Expert speakers include:

Sir David Carter 
National Schools Commissioner 

Cathie Paine
Deputy Chief Executive, REAch2 Academy Trust 

Brian Lightman
Education Consultant and former General Secretary of ASCL

Develop your roadmap for 
joining or forming a MAT

£30 OFF 
when you use   

discount code SW30
ends 11th November*

• Have a Go sessions for real experiences
• Professionals discussing the jobs they do and 

how they got there
• Over 400 employers eager to talk with young people

•  Careers advisors for 1:1 guidance
• HE and FE providers on-hand to explore options

• Spotlight sessions on a host of skills
• Apprentices competing against their peers in over 50 skills 

in the UK Skills Competition National Finals

Your pupils’ experience of The Skills Show starts right 
away by completing our fun and free picture quiz and 
generating their own unique careers cloud to help 
plan which sections of the show to visit �rst. 

The nation’s biggest and most 
comprehensive careers, training 

and education event is back

Book today at theskillsshow.com 

17-19 NOVEMBER BIRMINGHAM NEC

SkillsShow

worldskillsuk.org/careers-cloud

THE
SKILLS 

SHOW

Print recruitment advertising starts from £300, for a three by 
five advert. Our pricing is simple to understand. You choose the 
space that you require and decide how you want to fill it. There 
are no additional charges for composite adverts. 

All adverts that are inserted in the paper also receive a free 
featured job advert, worth £250. This will ensure that your 
advert has the widest possible reach.

Our experienced graphic designers can also design the advert 
for you. 

Get in touch!

Call 020 3432 1394 or email Vikrant.Bassi@lsect.com  
should you wish to discuss advertising options with Schools Week. 
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£5,600
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£1,600 
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£2,400

FRONT PAGE STRIP
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£3,200 
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Buttons can be animated to 
include more information.  
Our designers can help with 
this process.

Buttons can be animated to 
include more information.  
Our designers can help with 
this process.

• Banners
• Buttons
• Advertorials
• Animated Activity
• Video Content
• Client Takeover

HOMEPAGE BANNER:
630px(w) x 255px(h)

£1,500 

BUTTON:
125px(w) x 125px(h)

£800   

PREMIUM BUTTON:
260px(w) x 200px(h)

£2,000  

Online

Premium products

1

2

1

2 2

News

News

2 3

Online creative  
solutions include:

3

1

2

LEADERBOARD:
928px(w) x 115px(h)

£2,000 for 1 week
£3,300 for 2 weeks
£4,500 for 3 weeks
£5,000 for 1 Month

BACKGROUND TAKEOVER:
365px(w) x 1250px(h)

Left or Right Side:
£3,000 for 1 week
£5,200 for 2 weeks
£6,600 for 3 weeks
£8,000 for 1 Month

Both Sides:
£5,000 for 1 week
£8,500 for 2 weeks
£10,500 for 3 weeks
£11,000 for 1 Month

All rates listed exclude vat

Our display advertisers have included:

WELLINGTON COLLEGE

1

COMPLETE CLIENT TAKEOVER  
(LEADERBOARD AND BACKGROUND TAKEOVER - BOTH SIDES FOR ONE MONTH): 

£15,000
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Understanding the changes 
to Apprenticeships
CACHE can help support you through the changes to 
Apprenticeships and the introduction of the new standards. 
We are a leading provider of high quality qualifications that 
prepare learners for success.

We provide Apprenticeships in the following areas:
• Children and Young People
• Health and Social Care
• Playwork
• Supporting Teaching and Learning 

Talk to us about:
• Apprenticeships
• End-point assessment
• Functional Skills

Visit: cache.org.uk 
Email: info@cache.org.uk 
Call: 0345 347 2123
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   Education secretary decides not to publish standards for 

teaching assistants — seven months after they’re finished

   ‘They didn’t tell us,’ say outraged and ‘devastated’ panel 

members. ‘It’s been a complete waste of our time’

The report that  

Morgan doesn’t  

want you to see
The tools every 

teacher uses  

are different 

DOUG LEMOV
 P10

Standards for teaching assistants 

drawn up seven months ago by 

frontline volunteers have been 

ignored by ministers who are now 

refusing to publish the document.

The review of professional 

standards was launched by the 

Department for Education (DfE) last 

October, led by former coalition 

minister David Laws, a Lib Dem who 

lost his seat in May’s general election.

The 2014 school workforce census 

shows there are 255,100 full-time 

equivalent teaching assistants (TAs), 

an increase of 4.8 per cent on 2013.

The panel, a 12-member group 

made up of TAs, teachers and heads, 

prepared its recommendations on 

the “status and professionalism” of 

assistants in February, expecting 

them to be published shortly after.

They were initially told the delay 

was due to the upcoming election 

and purdah rules.

Schools Week reported last month 

that publication had been delayed six 

months, and was told by the DfE it 

would be released in “due course”.

Last week, however, schools 

minister Nick Gibb said education 

secretary Nicky Morgan had decided 

not to publish the draft standards.

In response to a written 

parliamentary question from 

Labour MP Kevin Brennan about the 

publication’s timing, Mr Gibb said 

that after considering all the review’s 

documentation “the government 

believes that schools are best placed 

to decide how they use and deploy 

teaching assistants, and to set 

standards for the teaching assistants 

they employ.

“The secretary of state has 

therefore decided not to publish the 

draft standards.”

Schools Week has seen a leaked 

copy of the draft standards, which 

would have been published as non-

statutory advice. 

It suggests that TAs “should 

Continued on page 2

SOPHIE SCOTT

@SOPH_E_SCOTT
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SCHEME

Exclusive
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Advertorial

Leaflets

Email Campaign

Artwork can be designed by our Marketing Team for an 
additional £50. Artwork will be reviewed by our Editor.

Schools Week is a superb platform from which to communicate
your organisation’s message to the Education sector.

Highly regarded and seen as the primary source for news, we 
are intouch with what works in the sector and what our readers
want to see.
 
Therefore, placing your organisations message in Schools Week 
using the formats below provide a great opportunity to reach  
out to our engaged and decision making audience.

PRINT:
262mm(w) x 165mm(h)
650 words max
1 week Edition

£3,250 plus vat
*Includes Online

LEAFLETS IN PRINTED EDITIONS :

Included in designated edition of Schools Week.
 
3,800 inserts required per edition.
Maximum page amount: 8 pages or fewer
Size requirement: A4 or smaller

£1500 plus vat per edition

ONLINE:
262mm(w) x 165mm(h)
2,000 words max
1 month allocation

£2,500 plus vat

EMAIL INCLUSION IN WEEKLY NEWSLETTER :

Sent to a combined 30,000+ Schools Week and FE Week members 
with an average open rate of 56%

100 word message at the top of the email accompanied with  
Organisation logo or image

£2,000 plus vat per email

VIDEO CONTENT:

Schools Week’s exciting video advertising options are a great 
way to interact with our readers online.

Over 4 billion videos are viewed on YouTube daily. Why? 
Because Videos are a fun and interactive way to inform your 
target audience. They provide a great opportunity to offer a huge 
amount of information in a short amount of time. Thus allowing 
you to tell story and encourage our readers to share with their 
colleagues. Grab the attention of our high online readership 
today.

Placed in three top news articles or within advertorial: 
£2,000 per week or £1,000 in addition to cost of advertorial

Sidebar video placed on the right column of all  
£3,000 per week or £8,500 per monthIn Article/Advertorial 
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Schools Week supplements are highly regarded in the Education 
sector for providing in-depth and insightful editorial and 
commentary on important matters and occasions. Supplements 
are produced throughout the year to accompany an edition 
of Schools Week and offer advertisers sole sponsorship 
opportunity. 

Sole sponsorship of a Schools Week supplement is an 
innovative method for directly communicating to the sector 
while giving readers something useful they will retain for future 
reference.

Every Schools Week supplement is bespoke and is managed 
by one of our journalists; this ensures that we produce a high 
quality product for our readers and of course its sponsor. 

Supplement Topics can be suggested by the client or chosen 
from a list of available opportunities. 

A sponsored 16-page supplement includes:

• In partnership logo on front page and on each folio
• Double page advert on centre pages (528 mm wide x 350 

mm high plus a 5 mm bleed)
• Full page advert on outside back cover (264 mm wide x 

350mm high plus a 5mm bleed)
• 650-word comment / expert piece

Supplement distribution

• Print-run of 4,000 and a copy sent to every Schools Week 
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• 100 copies sent to the sponsor (more if requested)
• Free digital copy advertised on Schools Week website
• A ‘sponsored by’ email to over 14,500 members directing 

them to the digital copy
• Several ‘sponsored by’ tweets with a link to the digital copy 
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No bleed
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A 
sterling line-up of speakers 

ranging from the hilarious 

Rory Bremner, to Germaine 

Greer and pop sensation Will Young 

proved once again why the Festival 

of Education is the standout date in 

the calendar year for many sector 

professionals.

And that is not to mention the likes 

of Black Box Thinking author Matthew 

Syed, Piers Morgan and rugby world 

cup winning coach Clive Woodward 

who graced Wellington College’s 

stunning surroundings over Thursday 

and Friday.

While weather best known for 

causing havoc at Glastonbury turned its 

attention this year on Berkshire, more 

than 1,000 education festival goers – 

many in wellies – got around to see 

more than 200 speakers who shared 

their ideas, thoughts and concerns 

about schools across the 20-or-so 

stages dotted around the grounds.

Over our 16-page supplement we have 

tried to bring together the best from the 

festival to share the experience with you.

Page four covers the main tent which 

included a thought-provoking discussion 

around the dangers of the Ebacc from 

Bremner, and Sir Michael Wilshaw who 

delivered his last speech as the chief 

inspector (turn over to fi nd out which 

Ofsted grade he awarded himself).

Page fi ve includes Young, who 

off ered his thoughts on how schools 

could change the language used 

around homosexuality, and assistant 

headteacher Iesha Small who explained 

how introverted teachers could fl ourish as 

school leaders.

The popular Battle of Ideas debates were 

as heated as ever and covered on pages six 

and seven.

The round-up includes arguments over 

whether schools are turning students into 

wimps, questions over the government’s 

anti-radicalisation programme Prevent, 

and thoughts on a mental health 

timebomb in schools.

Pages ten and 11 get down to our 

classroom speakers. Teacher Kris Boulton 

confessed his worries about how the 

profession is viewed and urged his 

counterparts to “earn the right” to be 

considered as “prestigious”, and school 

leader Simon Knight warned of the risks 

of special schools joining multi-academy 

trusts.

We then get into a split debate on the 

controversial use of high stakes primary 

testing and a warning from education 

consultant David Didau about experienced 

teachers using their intuition in the 

classroom.

For the sessions that we couldn’t get 

to, we have a selection of expert pieces 

from education heavyweights such as 

academy trust chief Jon Coles, national 
SCHOOLSWEEK.CO.UK | @SCHOOLSWEEK

SUPPLEMENT SPONSOR

John Dickens
@JOHNDICKENSSW

Billy Camden
@BILLYCAMDEN

commissioner Sir David Carter and 

governance expert Emma Knights.

We round things up with interviews 

from a selection of speakers and 

visitors about their highlights from 

the two days, and why they love the 

Festival of Education.
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headteacher Iesha Small who explained 

how introverted teachers could fl ourish as 

school leaders.
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The round-up includes arguments over 
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wimps, questions over the government’s 

anti-radicalisation programme Prevent, 

and thoughts on a mental health 

timebomb in schools.

Pages ten and 11 get down to our 

classroom speakers. Teacher Kris Boulton 

confessed his worries about how the 

profession is viewed and urged his 

counterparts to “earn the right” to be 

considered as “prestigious”, and school 

leader Simon Knight warned of the risks 

of special schools joining multi-academy 

trusts.

We then get into a split debate on the 

controversial use of high stakes primary 

testing and a warning from education 

consultant David Didau about experienced 

teachers using their intuition in the 

classroom.

For the sessions that we couldn’t get 

to, we have a selection of expert pieces 

from education heavyweights such as 

academy trust chief Jon Coles, national 
SCHOOLSWEEK.CO.UK | @SCHOOLSWEEK

SUPPLEMENT SPONSOR

John Dickens
@JOHNDICKENSSW

Billy Camden
@BILLYCAMDEN

commissioner Sir David Carter and 

governance expert Emma Knights.

We round things up with interviews 

from a selection of speakers and 

visitors about their highlights from 

the two days, and why they love the 

Festival of Education.

Photo: Nick Linford
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Publication schedule

194 05/01/2017 09/01/2017

195 12/01/2017 16/01/2017

196 19/01/2017 23/01/2017

197 26/01/2017 30/01/2017

198 02/02/2017 06/02/2017

 February half term

199 16/02/2017 20/02/2017

200 23/02/2017 27/02/2017

201 02/03/2017 06/03/2017

202 09/03/2017 13/03/2017

203 16/03/2017 20/03/2017

204 23/03/2017 27/03/2017

 Easter holidays

205 20/04/2017 24/04/2017

206 27/04/2017 01/05/2017

207 04/05/2017 08/05/2017

208 11/05/2017 15/05/2017

209 18/05/2017 22/05/2017

 May half term

210 01/06/2017 05/06/2017

211 08/06/2017 12/06/2017

212 15/06/2017 19/06/2017

213 22/06/2017 26/06/2017

214 29/06/2017 03/07/2017

215 06/07/2017 10/07/2017

216 13/07/2017 17/07/2017

 Summer holidays

Edition Number Press day Issue Date

217 14/09/2017 18/09/2017

218 21/09/2017 25/09/2017

219 28/09/2017 02/10/2017

220 05/10/2017 09/10/2017

221 12/10/2017 16/10/2017

222 19/10/2017 23/10/2017

 October half term

223 02/11/2017 06/11/2017

224 09/11/2017 13/11/2017

225 16/11/2017 20/11/2017

226 23/11/2017 27/11/2017

227 30/11/2017 04/12/2017

228 07/12/2017 11/12/2017

229 14/12/2017 18/12/2017

 Christmas holidays

230 11/01/2018 15/01/2018

231 18/01/2018 22/01/2018

232 25/01/2018 29/01/2018

233 01/02/2018 05/02/2018

234 08/02/2018 12/02/2018

 February half term

235 22/02/2018 26/02/2018

236 01/03/2018 05/03/2018

237 08/03/2018 12/03/2018

238 15/03/2018 19/03/2018

239 22/03/2018 26/03/2018

 Easter holidays

240 12/04/2018 16/04/2018

241 19/04/2018 23/04/2018

242 26/04/2018 30/04/2018

243 03/05/2018 07/05/2018

244 10/05/2018 14/05/2018

245 17/05/2018 21/05/2018

246 24/05/2018 28/05/2018

 May half term

247 07/06/2018 11/06/2018

248 14/06/2018 18/06/2018

249 21/06/2018 25/06/2018

250 28/06/2018 02/07/2018

251 05/07/2018 09/07/2018

252 12/07/2018 16/07/2018

 Summer holidays

Edition Number Press day Issue Date

 101 26/04/2017 28/04/2017

 102 03/05/2017 05/05/2017

 103 10/05/2017 12/05/2017

 104 17/05/2017 19/05/2017

 105 24/05/2017 26/05/2017

  May half term

 106 07/06/2017 09/06/2017

 107 14/06/2017 16/06/2017

 108 21/06/2017 23/06/2017

 109 28/06/2017 30/06/2017

 110 05/07/2017 07/07/2017

 111 12/07/2017 14/07/2017 

  Summer holidays

 112 13/09/2017 15/09/2017

 113 20/09/2017 22/09/2017

 114 27/09/2017 29/09/2017

 115 04/10/2017 06/10/2017

 116 11/10/2017 13/10/2017

 117 18/10/2017 20/10/2017

  October half term

 118 01/11/2017 03/11/2017

 119 08/11/2017 10/11/2017

 120 15/11/2017 17/11/2017

 121 22/11/2017 24/11/2017

 122 29/11/2017 01/12/2017

 123 06/12/2017 08/12/2017

 124 13/12/2017 15/12/2017

  Christmas holidays

 125 10/01/2018 12/01/2018

 126 17/01/2018 19/01/2018

 127 24/01/2018 26/01/2018

 128 31/01/2018 02/02/2018

 129 07/02/2018 09/02/2018

  February half term

 130 21/02/2018 23/02/2018

 131 28/02/2018 02/03/2018

 132 07/03/2018 09/03/2018

 133 14/03/2018 16/03/2018

 134 21/03/2018 23/03/2018

  Easter holidays

 135 11/04/2018 13/04/2018

 136 18/04/2018 20/04/2018

 137 25/04/2018 27/04/2018

 138 02/05/2018 04/05/2018

 139 09/05/2018 11/05/2018

 140 16/05/2018 18/05/2018

 141 23/05/2018 25/05/2018

  May half term

 142 06/06/2018 08/06/2018

 143 13/06/2018 15/06/2018

 144 20/06/2018 22/06/2018

 145 27/06/2018 29/06/2018

 146 04/07/2018 06/07/2018

 147 11/07/2018 13/07/2018

 148 18/07/2018 20/07/2018

While we are out of production during the 
summer holidays why not make the most 
of our highly effective online options. 
See pages 9-12 for more information.
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